PATENTS 

25 2007 ^ IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
^^Sgtu^s^^^ application of: 

Ying Art Unit: 1765 

Application Number: 09/247,974 Examiner: Tran, B 

Filing Date: February 11, 1999 TKHR Ref: 252016-2310 

Title: Key-Hole Free Process for High Aspect Ratio Gap 



PETITION TO WITHDRAW HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT 

Mail Stop Petition 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicant hereby petitions the PIG to withdraw its holding of abandonment in the 
above-referenced patent application due to the fact that the PIG never entered an ROE 
application that was timely filed, as detailed by the facts set forth below. 



Relevant Facts 

Gn May 16, 2000, the United States Patent & Trademark Office (USPTG) mailed 
a FINAL Office Action in the above-referenced application. Gn June 23, 2000, within 
two months of the mailing date of the FINAL Office Action, Applicant's representative 
(George 0. Saile) mailed a response to that Office Action. A copy of the transmittal 
sheet for that response, along with a return post card (indicating the PTO's receipt of 
that response on June 27, 2000, is attached hereto as Exhibit A . 
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It appear, however, that the PTO never entered this response into the record. 
On or about November 7, 2000, as the six-month after-FINAL date approached, 
Applicant's representative called the PTO to inquire. Being informed that the after- 
FINAL submission had not been entered into the record, Applicant's representative 
faxed a copy of the submission to the PTO. A copy of this facsimile transmittal is 
attached hereto as Exhibit B . 

Immediately following that, on November 13, 2000, the PTO mailed an Advisory 
Action. In response to the Advisory Action, Applicant timely filed a Request for 
Continued Examination application. A copy of this ROE application, along with a 
photocopy of the receipt-confirming postcard, it attached hereto as Exhibit C . 

Further, in connection with the submission of this ROE, Applicant's 
representative contacted a Ms. Bessie Bowie of the PTO, to inquire about any 
necessary extensions of time. Applicant's representative was informed that no 
extensions would be required, since the PTO failed to enter the timely filed after-FINAL 
submission. A transmittal memorializing this conversation was submitted along with the 
ROE application, and a photocopy of the same is attached hereto as Exhibit D . 

On January 26, 2001 , a Notice of Abandonment was purportedly mailed by the 
U.S. PTO. However, it is believed that no such notice was ever received by Applicant's 
representative, else a petition to withdraw such abandonment would have been 
promptly filed. 

In or about November 2004, this application was transferred to the firm of the 
undersigned attorney, and an appropriate revocation/power of attorney was filed. At the 
time of this transfer, the office of the undersigned inspected the physical file received 
from the previous representative, and entered into its docket system all relevant dates. 
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A copy of the docket sheet that was printed at this time (November 3, 2004) is attached 
hereto as Exhibit E . 

As can be seen from this docket sheet, the last entry noted was the filing of the 
request for continued examination on November 16, 2000. Had the notice of 
abandonment been in the file, the office of the undersigned would have made an 
appropriate notation and followed-up at that time. 

On or about May 7, 2007, the undersigned received a request from the Applicant 
to check the status of this matter. In response, the undersigned filed a status inquiry, 
and promptly received a call from Examiner Tran, explaining that this application had 
been abandoned in 2000. Examiner Tran provided a courtesy facsimile to the 
undersigned of the original Notice of Abandonment, along with a printout of information 
from the PTO's PALM system. A copy of this facsimile is attached hereto as Exiiibit F . 

As can be seen from this facsimile, there is a May 16. 2000 entry for the mailing 
of the FINAL rejection, and the next entry is a November 6, 2000, entry of Applicant's 
response. There is no entry of the after-FINAL response of Exhibit A, which was filed on 
June 23, 2000. Similarly, there is no entry in the PALM docket of the RCE application 
of Exhibit C, which was timely filed on November 16, 2000. 

Therefore, the foregoing faces show that the PTO clearly erred in abandoning 
this application, and should abandonment should be withdrawn. The undersigned 
appreciates that a significant period of time has elapsed since the time of the 
abandonment and the filing of this petition, but that this delay should be accepted as 
excused because the notice of abandonment was not received until May 2007 (from the 
fax of Examiner Tran). Indeed, shortly after taking over the responsibility of this 
application (in May 2005), the undersigned filed a status inquiry in this application. A 
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copy of this status inquiry is attached hereto as Exhibit G. This inquiry appears to have 
been entered in the PALM system as a "Miscellaneous Incoming Letter" (see Exhibit F, 
entry of May 23, 2005), but was never responded to by the PTO. Indeed, had the PTO 
responded at that time, this submission could have been made at that time. 

No fee is believed to be due in connection with this submission. If, however, any 
fee is deemed to be payable, you are hereby authorized to charge any such fee to 
deposit account 20-0778. 



THOMAS, KAYDEN, HORSTEMEYER & RISLEY, L.L.P. 

100 Galleria Parkway 
Suite 1750 

Atlanta, Georgia 30339-5948 
Telephone: (770) 933-9500 



Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence (Petition and Exhibits A-G) 
is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class 
mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop 
Petitions; Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 223 13-1450, on May 22, 2007 . 



Respectfully subnnittecl, 




Daniel R. McClure, Reg. No. 38,962 

Attorney for Applicant 
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TS98-518 

Serial number 09/247,974 



TO: 



AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

COMMISIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



D 



From 



MAY 2 5 2007 




Date : 
REF: 



George O. Saile (Reg. No, 19,572) 
20 Mcintosh Drive 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 



10 June, 2000 



APPLICANT 
SERIAL NO. 
ART UNIT 
FILING DATE 
ATT'Y NO. 
EXAMINER 
TITLE 



Quek S- 
09/290, 920 
3723 

04/12/99 
CS98-124 
Banks, D 

DOUBLE POLISHING HEAD 



) 

Sir: 

In response to an office action mailed on 05/16/00, 
please consider the following amendments and remarks with 
respect to the above referenced application. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal service as First 
Class mail in an envelop addressed to the Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231, on ^iujui Z7 Zx>o0, 



^242^vg-e 'Settle 
(Reg. No (9,S'7a) 



Name Signature Date 
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JUL. 0 3 2003 
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TO: 



November 7, 2000 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



ATTN: 



Ms. Bessie Bowie 
ArtUnit#: 1700 
FAX: 1-703-305-1086 
Phone: 1-703-306-5665 



FROM: 



George O. Saile, Reg. No. 19.572 
Stephen B. Ackenman, Reg. No. 37,761 
20 Mcintosh Drive 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 12603 



SUBJECT: Serial # 09/247,974 
File Date 2/11/99 
Inventor: Tze-Liang Ying, et al 



At your request, I am FAXing the Amendment After Final that was submitted to the 
PTO on 6/27/00. Please see the attached Amendment and PTO stamped postcard. 




Sincerely, 



Peggy Parisi 

For George O. Saile and Associates 



9^ -ft^xed 
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PTO/S6/30 (0/2000) 

1. - D» » ^ ^ Approved for use through xx/xx/xKKx OMB 0651-0031 



EQUEST 

FOR 

TINUED EXAIVllfViATiON 
TRANSIVIITTAL 



(RCE) 



S'jbscction (b)of 35 Cj.S.a§ 132, effective on May 29 2C00 
provides for continued examination of an utility or plant application 
filed on or after June 8, 1995. 
See The American Invcr^tors Protection Act of *: 992 (AtPA). 



Application Nun) her 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



EAtitiiinijf Numu 



J 



Attorney. Docket Number 



000) a 
)031 — ft— 

nber 



3- \ rCLx^ 



'L'^'^^'^f (RCE) -d-^ 37 CF.R. § 1 ,1 14 Of the above- identified application 

f/je pafenf ferm adjustment provisions of the AlPA See Ch^nni. tnl i r J ^ - '"^^'^^^ « f^CF to tie ehgthte far 

ss^^ uses (M.. ^. aooo). ^^o^t^^Jj^'^ll^^ir^Z^IZ^ — • 



['Submission required under 57 CF.R. § 1: 114" " " ' ~ " 

a.^ Previously submitted 

U Consider the arcun-ient?: in thp Aonool Rri^fr^^ D — i.,o.:„f ..... . 



J— fsierreo lo aDove y/ii; be entered). 

J Consider the arguments in the Appeal Bnef or Reply Brief previously-filed on 
111- l_J Other 
b. Q Enclosed 

n Amendment/Reply 

□ Affidavit(s)/Deciaration(s) 

iii. □ information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 

iv. □ Other ^ 

2. t Miscellaneous | 

a. □ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CF.R. § 1.103(c) for 

b □ Other° ' ^ ""^ ""^^^ ^ '""^ ""-^^^ ^ « § " A'.' requited) 

3. I Fees | The RCE me under 37 CF.R; § 1.17(e) Is required by 37 CF.R. § 1.1 U when (he RCE ,s filed 

, "^Z^^o: ^ auihoriz^io we following fe es, or cretiii anycerpay^enls. ,o 

I. ^ RCE fee required under 37 CF.R. §ri7{e) 'S.-JiCCO 

□ Extension of tiirre fee (37 CF.R. §§1.1 36 and 1 17) ' 

lif. □ Other 

b. n Check- in the amount of $ 



c. □ Payment by credit card (Fomi PTo-aoaa enclosed, 



. enclosed 



SiGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQU IRED 

Name (Print /Type) |^\ ^ T Q ^ | , — 

- - ^^-^^^-^-^^^7^^-^ 1 ^^gt^tration No. (Attomey/Agent) I 3 ") '7 (j3 | 



Signature 




CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION 
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Office. Washington. Dcl^l DO NOT SEND F^^^ OiUce.. U.S. Paten, and Trademark 

following address: Commissioner for PaLtrBox Rcl Wa^n D^ ^° ^"'^ "^'"^ ^""^ "^"-^ ^ ^ 
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TS1 998-51 8C 



November 17, 2000 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Attn: 



Examiner: B. Tran 
ArtUnit#: 1765 



FROM: 



George 0. Saile, Reg. No. 19,572 
20 Mcintosh Drive 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 12603 



SUBJECT: Serial # 09/247,974 
File Date 2/1 1/99 
Inventor: Tze-Liang Ying 



Please note that although the Amendment After Final was submitted on a timely 
manner, 6/23/00 (responding to the Final Rejection with a mail date of 5/16/00), our office 
did not receive an Advisory Action until today, Nov. 13, 2000. After speaking with Ms. 
Bessie Bowie (at 1-703-306-5665, Unit Clerk for 1700) and another clerk from that unit, it 
was understood by our Office Personnel that we did not owe the 3-month extension fee 
because of our timely response to the Final Rejection. 

Please call our office if further information is needed (845-452-3204). Thank you. 



Respectfully submitted 




Stephen B. Ackerman, Reg. No, 37,761 
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Wednesday, November 03, 2004 



Case Number: 252016-2310 Country: US SubCase: 
Client: TAIWAN SEMICONDUCTOR M United States of America 
Family ID: 252016-2310 

Application Status: Pending 

Filing Date: 11 -Feb- 1999 



Case Type: ORD 
Application Number: 09/247,974 

Patent Number: 
Publication Number: 
Priority Number: 
Tax Schedule: LE 

Agent: 

Agent Reference Number: 



Issue Date: 
Publication Date: 
Priority Date: 
Expiration Date: 
Tax Start Date: 



List Of Actions 



Action(s) Due 


Due Date 


Action Taken 


REQ CONTINUED EXAMINATION 


16-NOV-2000 


16-NOV-2000 


APPLICATION STATUS CHECK 


16-Apr-2005 Due Date 





Remarks: Filing receipt mailed 3/4/99 

2. Corrected filing receipt mailed 4/16/99. 

3. Corrected filing receipt mailed 4/22/99. 

4. Corrected filing receipt mailed 7/13/99. 

5. Notice of recordation of assignment mailed 5/12/99. 

6. 3mo office action mailed 1/10/00, 

7. 3mo office action mailed 5/16/00. 

8. Advisory action mailed 1 1/13/00. 



User ID: 1mm 
Date Created: 03-Nov-2004 
Last Update: 03-Nov-2004 



Please throw away OLD docket sheet after confirming dates. Keep only 

current sheet 
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05/07/07 MON 10:59 FAX 7033A'=7718 



GP 1700 FAX MACHINE 



ElODl 




UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRadEMAEK OmCE 



Commissioner for Patents 
Unrted States Patent and Trademailc Office 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandna. VA 23313-1450 



...... -^''"'"^ %f 



a csA uover 5neet 



I>ate: 07 May 2007 



To: 



ApplicatiofVCcmtnol Number 09247.974 



FaxNoL: 404-79&0935 



Voice No.] 



Re: Notbec^Abandotiment mailed O1-2&-2001 



FromsBinhXTfai 



Aft Ui^ 1765 



WwneNoj (571)272-1469 



ReOimFaxNoj (571)273^300^ 



CC: 



Comments: 

Enclosed is a copy of Notice of Abandonment mailed on 01 
application 



26-2001 and the content information for the above 



Number of pages 3 including this page 



05/07/07 MON 10:59 FAI 703a.^''7718 

i I 



GP 1700 FAI MACHINE 



0002 




UMrrED STATES DEPAIITfMEMT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office ^^nnwieirce 

^ 



FtQ^ NAMED APP UCAWT | ^ AU Qf^ 



cY DOCKET NO I 



STEPHEN B ACKERMAN 
20 MCINTOSH DRIVE 
POUGHKEEPSIE NY 12/^03 



IM52/0126 



EXAMINER 

T RhtNr g — — 



AHTUWJT 
"1 >i>b 



PAP£fl NUMBER J 



DATE UAILeo. 



01/26/01 



NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT 



This application is abandoned in view of: 

App.icanrsfa.luretotimalyfiteapmperreplytoth.Offlcal,ttermailedon \\l\blUoa il^M '^<. ^ 

A rervtu /with o /^Art;«i#^A4^ ^< K^^-i-^ _ 



□ A repjy (with a Certifcata of Mailing or Transmission of ) was • ad 



□ A proposed reply was received on_ 
to the final rejection. 



— _ but it does not constitute a proper mpfy under 37 CFR i ii 3 

fQ^No reply has t>een reived, 

U The submitted Issue fee of $ kific*rffir^w tk - , " ^ 

TOW. ^ ,s insuthaent. The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ 

□ The issue fee has not been received. ' 
O ^'^'^"♦•^•^n-'otin.h.«te-wfon..ldraw.„gsas.qulredi^^ 

r'St;"""^ '"^"^ ^"'^ « ^"'^-'^ - 01 were 



□ The proposed new formal drawings filed 



. are not acc^table. 



□ No proposed new fonnal drawings have been receivod. 

□ The decision by the Boa«l of Patent Appeals and Interferences rendered on 

»orseek,n9 courtreview o. the decision has expired and ^i^JeZTSZI^. '^--e.ha pedod^ 

n The reason(s) below: 



FORM PT0.1432 (REV. e^T) 



BERjA&/ilN L U7ECH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOlOGVPFWlEa 1700 
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■U.S. GPO: 1938^7.050/12^ 



05/07/07 MON 10:59 FAX 70330^7718 



v^oniem inionnation hXPO Vl.OO/ 



GP 1700 FAX MACHINE 



! f 



if:::; 



Content Information for 09/247974 



@003 

Page 1 of 1 

Day : Moaday 
Dale: 5/7/2007 
■Jiinc: 10:54:07 



Search Another: Application# [ 
PCT/|~~ 



'ISBI orPatent#| j 111^11 

13 or PG PUBS # 



Attorney Docket # 
Bar Code # I, 



mm 



"liH 



iSMa Contents MSiii mmmmm mmm&mmm wm^^^ m 




01/26/2001 



n/1 3/2000 



11/13/2000 



1 1/06/2000 



U/06/2000 I 



II 05/16/2000 



05/15/2000 I 



161 



ABN2 



83 



MAH. ABANDONMENT FQRFAlLimE TO R£SPOKr:> TO OPPU 



MCTAV 



82 



ABAJffiONMENTFORjAJI.UJlE TO RESPONDTO OFFTPP. aF 



CTAV 



MAIL ADVISORY ACTIOTSI (PTQL - 303^ 



FWDX 



80 



A.NE 



61 



MCTFR 



60 



CTFR 



03/10/2000 



FWDX 



03/07/2000 



71 



ADVISORY ACTION (PTOL-303^ 



DAIE FORWARDED TO EXAMINER 



AMENDMENT AFTER FINAL REJECTION 



MAIL FINAL REJECTION (PTQL - 326) 



FINAL REJECTION 



01/10/2000 



41 



DATE FORWARDED TO EXAMINER 



MCTNF 



01/07/2000 



09/16/1999 



I f 04/12/1999 



07/13/1999 



05/13/1999 
04/23/1999" 



40 



RESPONSE AFTER NON-FINAL ACTION 



MAIL NON -FINAL REJECTION 



CTNF 



DOCK 



M844 



G038 



30^ 
20~ 



04/14/1999 



DOCK 
OIPE 



I COMP 



03/17/1999 



NON-FINAL REJECTION 



CASE DOCKETED TO EXAMINER IN GAU 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT qOS) FTLFn 



PREEXAMINATION LOCATION CHANGE 



CASEDQ^TED TO EXAMINER IN GAU 
APPLICATION DISPATCHED FROM OTPF. 



INCD 



02/26/1999 



APPLICATION IS NOW COMPLETE 



NOTICE MAII^--APPLICATIOmNCOMPr.FTF-.FTTTN hat 



r SCAN ||lFW SCAN & PACK AUTO SRCT rR ITV 



REVIEW 




To go back use Back button on your browser toolbar. 
Back to PALM I ASSIGK MENT | OASIS | Home page 
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http://expowebl:8001/cgi-bin/expo/GenMo/sncontent.pl?APPL_lD=09247974 



5/7/07 



\ 



STATUS INQUIRY 


Docket Number (Optional) 
252016-2310 


First Named Inventor: Ying et al. 


Group Art Unit: 1765 




Application No.: 09/247,974 


Examiner: Tran, B. 




Filed: February 11, 1999 


Confirmation No.: TBA 


Title: Key-Hole Process for High Aspect 
Ratio Gap Filling with Re-entrant Spacer 






Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



WARNING: Submission of a status letter after a Notice of Allowance may subject an application to a reduction 
in patent term adjustment under 37 C.F.R. 1.704(c)(10). See Notice of l^ay 29. 2001. 1247 OG 111-112. June 
26, 2001. 



1 . More than 54 months have passed since 

□ NEW APPLICATIONS 

the filing of this application on 

No communication has been received from the Patent and Trademark Office 
indicating action on this application. 

{Note: Do not file a status inquiry until at least 18 months has elapsed with no communication 
from the PTO) 

^ AMENDED APPLICATIONS 

the filing of a response on November 16, 2000. 

No further communication has been received from the Patent and Trademark office. 
{Note: Do not file a status inquiry until 6 months has elapsed with no response from the PTO) 

□ APPEALED APPLICATION 
The Appeal Brief was filed on 

□ An Examiner's Answer was mailed on 

□ A Reply to the Examiner's Answer was submitted on 

□ ALLOWED APPLICATIONS 

the mailing of FORI\/l POL-327 and/or Examiner's Amendment on 

(check and complete applicable items below) 
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2. Kindly advise the undersigned of the present status of this application. 



fTla^ /? POPS 

3? Roto 





Date Signature 
Telephone Number: (770) 933-9500 Daniel R. McClure, Reg. No. 38,962 



Typed or printed name 

Thomas, Kayden, Horstemeyer & Risley LLP 

100 Galleria Parkway 
Suite 1750 
Atlanta, GA 30339 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 37 CFR 1.8(a) 

hereby certify that this correspondence is being: 



X deposited with the United States Postal Sen/ice on the date shown below with sufficient postage as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

transmitted by facsimile on the date shown below to the United States Patent and Trademarlc Office at 
(703)308-6916. /] — ii ^ / 

Date 0 Signature 
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